Genre Corpus Assignment
Every writing situation has a genre and within that genre, there are conventions that both writer and reader agree on when as a standard when they enter the genre. Conventions in genre don’t have strict rules, but rather share certain moves writers make when writing in a given genre. Think about the differences between the Honey Badger documentaries we watched in class. Think about the common essay handout we discussed. Use our conversations about genre to guide you in your research. 
Create a corpus consisting of three documents that are common texts within your field of study (if you haven’t declared a major, choose a field that you’re considering or interested in knowing more about). These texts aren’t limited to paper texts- other types could be: film, podcasts, TV broadcasts, manuals, brochures, etc. 
The purpose of this assignment is to explore the kinds and types of writing that you will be producing in your field, and to link these documents when thinking about genre and expectations. Skilled writers know the genre they’re working in, and know when to conform and when to break genre expectations. How to structure this assignment may vary depending on your field of study and how you like to organize your thoughts. If you’re stumped, follow this generic template: tell your reader your field of study. Say something about your process on finding the documents (how did you research for the documents? Why did you choose these docs over others that exist? Did you have any trouble with gathering your corpus?), then talk about the documents (what do these documents say about the type of writing professionals do in your field of study? If you found docs that are different from one another, do they share any genre conventions or frameworks?). If you already have an idea in mind on how you want to structure your genre corpus, then feel free to write it how you see fit. What I’ll be grading you on is that you gathered a genre corpus consisting of three documents in your field. I’ll be looking to see how well you thought through the genre of each document. 
Essays should be four pages typed, double spaced, one-inch margins, 11-12 point, and use either Calibri or Times New Roman as the font. 
